Preparation and characterization of monoclonal antibodies against the fifth component of rabbit complement (C5).
By immunizing mice genetically deficient in C5 we were able to obtain a group of monoclonal antibodies to rabbit C5 that cross-react with C5 from a wide variety of mammalian sera, including mouse. The specificity of the monoclonal antibodies was against native C5 and C5b but not C5a. The antibodies strongly inhibit the expression of C5 hemolytic activity. We suggest that these monoclonal antibodies will be useful for studying C5 as well as providing a way to selectively deplete C5 from plasma in vitro or in vivo.